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ARTISTS' RESPONSE To THE CALL FoR SOCIAL CHANGE AND TRANSFORMATION





FACT SHEET 43: 43 Artists for the 43 Health Workers
Concept

Human rights violations (HRVs) became a common fixture in the administration of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. Since she ascended to power in 2001, enforced disappearances, illegal arrests and extrajudicial killings have been most rampant. Human rights organization KARAPATAN reports that until December 2009, there have already been 1,188 cases of extra judicial killings and 205 cases of enforced disappearance. On the side, incidents of torture, “hamletting”, and violence against women and children also continue to mount. Curiously, the victims of these HRVs are progressive and militant community leaders critical of the government. Not surprisnigly thus, human right violations committed against these leigtimate people’s organizaitons are committed by state military forces. No less than United Nations Special Rapporteur Professor Philip Alston in his investigation implicated security forces of the government in this criminal act. 

Under this scheme of the Arroyo government, we saw several batches of community workers and leaders captured and suffered. Agricultural workers and peasant organizers belonging to what had been called the “Tagaytay 5” served 2 years in jail until the courts found no logical and sound basis in the case filed against them. Peasant leader Randall Echanis and progressive leaders belonging to “Southern Tagalog 72” were also slapped with fabricated murder cases. Most recently, a group of 43 health workers composed of community health workers, nurses, midwives and doctors, had been illegally arrested while conducting a community health training in a farm house in Morong, Rizal. As usual, the military was quick to announce that they are members of the New People’s Army when they raided the training facility carrying a warrant of arrest for someone who was not even part of the activity. 

Under this situation, “fact sheets” or incident reports prepared by human rights and paralegal volunteers pile up, reaching a point where complaint desks become literally and figuratively too small to contain them. Its increasing volume starts to demand interpretations beyond legalistic jargons. Fact Sheet thus attempts to render a human face to and a nuanced depiction of the information and statistics that, for the purposes of the courts, are stated in an impersonal manner. Based on different fact sheets given to them, the artist is asked to interpret the legal language of the reports using their own. The objective of the artistic interpretation is to be at once appealing so as to use the faculty of art  not just imitate life but also put it in a stirring perspective.  

Taken as a whole, Fact Sheet manifests the collective and individual responses of artists to the human rights situation. This leg of Fact Sheet Exhibit focuses on the case of the 43 Health workers illegally arrested, tortured and detained. For the purpose of emphasis, identification and symbolical association, the group exhibit will be participated in by 43 artists. 
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